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Paul W. Thompson is proud to serve as the President of the Chicago Chapter of NATS from 2017-2019, after 

previously serving as both Treasurer and Vice-President. He is a Chicago-based professional singer and actor, 

musical director and pianist, teacher and vocal coach, composer and songwriter, and non-profit 

administrator. From his private music studio in Chicago’s historic Fine Arts Building (Paul W. Thompson 

Music, est. 2011), he teaches the great songs of Broadway to the next generation of musical theater 

performers, and coaches classical and popular music. He also teaches piano and voice at the Des Plaines 

School of Music, and music improv at the Second City Training Center, the world’s largest school of improv 

and sketch comedy. 

A native of Nashville, Tennessee, Paul was raised in a family of professional musicians and teachers, steeped 

in classical, gospel, country, pop, sacred and show music. He earned two degrees in musical theater (a 

B.F.A. with Honors from Baylor University and an M.M. from the University of Miami, Florida), plus an M.B.A. 

with Distinction from DePaul University. In addition to NATS, Paul’s memberships include the American Guild 

of Musical Artists, Actors’ Equity Association, the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences (proud 

voter for the Grammy Awards!) and New York’s Drama League. 

Paul has appeared onstage or in the orchestra pit in improv, musicals, operettas, operas and concerts in 35 

states and in Europe, in a career spanning more than 40 years. His Chicagoland stage credits include 

“Forever Plaid” at the Royal George Theater and twenty mainstage productions at Light Opera Works, plus 

appearances with Chicago Opera Theater, Chamber Opera Chicago, Vox 3 Collective and Transgressive 

Theater-Opera. With the Improvised Sondheim Project, he has appeared at all of Chicago’s major improv 

and comedy festivals, and has performed and taught at the New York Musical Improv Festival. 
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Paul joined the Chicago Symphony Chorus in 1995 (serving six years as a Tenor Section Leader and singing on 

two Grammy-winning recordings). He has sung at the Ravinia Festival and the Grant Park Music Festival, and 

is one of Chicago’s foremost liturgical singers, marking 25 years as a member of the choir at St. James 

Cathedral (Episcopal) in 2016. He has served as the Treasurer at St. James since 2012, and was Acting 

Director of Music there during the summer of 2016. 

Mr. Thompson’s original sacred and popular songs, and covers of musical theater and oratorio favorites, can 

be found on YouTube. He can be found in person on Monday nights watching showtune videos at the world-

famous Sidetrack nightclub. And his proudest achievement is that he has seen the original Broadway 

production of every Tony Award-winning Best Musical since “Cats.” No, really. Since “Cats!”    


